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AGENDA

Thanks for being here tonight!

Welcome

Overview of Project Scope

Public Landing

Riverwalk

Closing



Our Scope & Workplan:
1. Inventory existing conditions and 

uses, gather data, create base map
2. Community input 
3. Schematic Master Plans
4. Assess economic impacts
5. Preliminary cost estimate
6. Implementation Plan: phasing, 

funding, easements and permits



PUBLIC FORUM #3 GOALS:
1. Acknowledge work to date  

(various efforts).
2. Share the vision of the Design Team 

and Workgroup.
3. Your opportunity to give us 

feedback on the design options, and 
also to hear your neighbors.

4. Collective understanding of the 
next steps. 



Forum #1 was on April 1 this year



Camden’s Open Space Legacy…







Forum #2 was on June 24





Community Benefits

• Increase livability

• Places for casual meetings

• Foster community involvement

• Provide accessible recreation

• Connect people and places

• “Eyes on the streets”



Transportation Benefits

• Reduce congestion and parking

• Provide alternative to cars

• Decrease traffic 

• Provide alternatives to people who 
do not drive or own a car



• Lower the risk of heart disease 

• Lower blood pressure

• Reduce high cholesterol

• Help control body weight

• Reduce risk of diabetes

Health Benefits



Economic Benefits

• Reduced health care costs

• Maintain independence of elders 
…reduces cost of institutional care

• Affordable transportation… reduces 
household income spent on cars

• Positive effect on visitor stays and 
spending

• Positive effect on property values



Public Landing: PURPOSE
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Working waterfront



Safety

Welcoming visitors



Seasonal
Use



Downtown 
economy

Landside: 
Access, parking and circulation…

Land and water interface



Pressure and transition over time



Determine the 

CURRENT and 

the BEST uses, 

and figure out 

how they can 

work together… 

in this space.

DESIGN GOAL:



Inventory

&

Analysis



Parking & Circulation 



Safety…



Accessibility…



Amenities…
• light

• parking

• safe accessible surfaces

• seating

• shade

• restrooms and showers

• views

• food and water

• information about the area





Design 

Approach













CURRENT
Decisions:



Three plans:





Alley 

Commercial Street





Overlook



Cable 
railings



Bridge



Boardwalk

Fenced 
dog yard

Granite 
block wall

Tree and 
bench



Stub 
Pier with 
hoist 

Dedicated
parking
spaces* 

Snow 
dump 

We recommend that Town/Harbormaster study parking demand for commercial 

spaces by taking counts at various high and low demand times over an extended 

period of time. It may be that a few spaces could be converted to general use 

(either all the time or just within seasons and certain days/times).







Sail structures over green space with 
benches or granite block seating. 













PERMITTING POINTS
• A bridge stepping over the falls (using the 

rock ledge) would be easier to permit than a 
bridge down in the harbor proper)

• A stub pier and hoist: 
DEP: Individual NRPA permit required*
ACE: OK. 
* “As long as we can demonstrate a need and show that 
there is no other feasible alternative that would impact the 
resource to a lesser extent, a permit could be issued.”



Phasing & Implementation

A vision for the 

waterfront that 

is…

Flexible

Versatile

and Phase-able



Economic Impact

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS 

Potential for long-term benefit will 

come from visitors having an enhanced 

waterfront experience, resulting in 

people spending more time in Camden 

during their visit, and more return visits 

in the future. 



Funding Sources

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS

Possibility of converting to 

SEASONAL “pay & display.”

Revenues from parking Memorial Day to 

Labor Day could fund improvements. 

(Note Boothbay Harbor, Kennebunkport, 

Ogunquit, and others.)

Tax increment financing (TIF) district.



Three plans:



Clarifying questions 
regarding the 

Public Landing?



RiverWalk



















Various conditions:

• Wooded areas – new or 
existing trails

• Wet areas
• Sidewalks
• Downtown 



PERMITTING POINTS

• Avoid wetlands whenever possible 
(this will be an issue in the area behind
the school);
• If trails in wetlands are unavoidable, 
boardwalks are preferred to fill.

“The agencies are somewhat inclined to allow boardwalk trails where there is a 

demonstrable public benefit, which would be the case here. The message, then, is consider 

all options outside of wetlands, but don’t give up if the trail has to go through a wetland.”



















Economic Impact

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS 

Character of the trail: the more special it is the 

better. 

Trail users typically generate spending on 

food, beverages, etc.

Similar trails (Stowe VT) have extended 

visitor stays .5 – 1.0 day, resulting in 

increased local spending on food, lodging, 

gifts, and incidentals. 



Implementation
PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS 

• MDOT Safe Routes to School

• EXPLOREMaine

• Land and Water Conservation Fund - DOC

• Land for Maine’s Future (access, easements)

• Maine Conservation Corps

• Designation as an 

“Active Community Environment” Team

• Tax incentives for trail easements, limit on 

liability, and support from CMLT for easements.



Clarifying questions 
regarding the 

RiverWalk?


